
ADES 2518 | “Prototyping and Testing” 

Instructor 

Cassini Nazir 

Email 

cassini@unt.edu

Classroom Location 

ART  284 

Classroom Time 

Mon & Wed, 8-10:50 am 

Office Hours 

By appointment only

Course Overview 

The coursework in ADES 2518 will challenge students to work 

individually and in teams to develop and test a series of mid- to high-

fidelity prototypes during three, approximately five-week-long, 

interactive design projects. Each of these three projects will require that 

students utilize new understandings they will develop over the course of 

the semester regarding sketching and diagramming, storyboarding, 

card sorting, paper prototyping, role-playing and user-guided (or user-

driven) prototyping. 

Course Goals & Outcomes 

During the first two projects, you will work in teams of 3 or 4; during the 

3rd project, you will work individually. These three projects will 

constitute most of your coursework. They will challenge you to immerse 

yourself in and learn from a series of iteratively structured, heuristically 

guided, knowledge-building experiences. These will help you construct 

the bases of knowledge and skills necessary to engage in decision-

making informed and guided by the design and operation of “well-

framed” prototyping processes, and well-planned and facilitated 

usability testing processes.  

All students enrolled in ADES 2518 are expected to complete all the 

readings that will be assigned to them as the semester progresses. The 

knowledge you will glean from this material will directly and positively 

affect their project-based coursework, and that of their peers and 

teammates. Individual students will be expected to engage in critical 

dialogue with the instructor on an almost per class-session basis over 

the entire course of the semester. Large portions of these exchanges 

will be necessarily informed by what you have understood and 

employed from your readings to positively affect the development of 

your own design work.  
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Required Texts 

None 

Course Materials 

� Figma or XD 

� At least 200 Post-It Notes™ in at least five different low chroma colors 

� Sketch pad and pens and pencils to sketch with 

Grading Policies 

Each assigned project will be evaluated according to criteria articulated to all students on the day it is 

launched. How effectively each student/student team is assessed to have addressed specific project 

criteria will be recorded in Canvas. Each student will also be graded according to their participation in 

class discussions. The amount of effort put into each assignment will also be factored into each 

student’s per-project grade. Your projects will be graded on how well they evolved from start to finish 

based on how well you used research and user testing to guide your design decision-making. There is 

no final exam or project for this course. 

 Participation (discussions, attendance, & readings)   25% 

 Assignments (in and out of class)    25% 

 Projects (progression, effort, and quality)   50%  

Credits and Prerequisites 

All students enrolled in this course must have already taken and successfully passed (i.e., earned a final 

course grade of “C” or better) the following courses WITHIN UNT CVAD’s DEPARTMENT OF DESIGN 

(i.e. under no circumstances may courses taken outside CVAD’s Department of Design be substituted 

for any of these): ADES 1500, ADES 1543, ADES 1513, and ADES 2513. ADES 2518 is a three-credit 

hour, undergraduate course that is required for all UNT CVAD Communication Design majors seeking 

a B.F.A. in Communication Design with a concentration in User-Experience Design. 
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ADES 2518 Attendance Policy 

Good attendance and punctuality are expected during your enrollment in this class and will strongly 

affect your grades. Roll will be taken at the beginning of each class session. A student will be 

considered late/tardy if he/she/they arrive(s) after roll has been taken. If a student is late/tardy, it is 

his/her responsibility during that class session to make sure the instructor knows that he/she/they 

is/are present before he/she/they leave(s) that class session. Each student will receive two (2) “free 

tardies” over the course of the semester. After these first two free tardies, every additional two (2) 

tardies will equal one (1) unexcused absence. Only two (2) unexcused absences over the course of the 

semester can occur without adversely affecting a student’s grade. A third unexcused absence will 

lower a student’s final course grade by ONE letter grade. A fourth unexcused absence will lower a 

student’s final course grade by TWO letter grades. The fifth unexcused absence will lower a student’s 

final course grade by THREE letter grades. A total of six absences, excused or unexcused, THAT 

OCCUR FOR ANY REASON, will result in the student receiving a final course grade of “F,” which will 

result in that student flunking ADES 2518 during the spring semester of 2022. Students who sleep 

during class will be counted absent. There are no excused absences for anything other than 1) a 

verifiable death in the immediate family (an obituary, funeral home notice or death certificate must be 

presented to the instructor the class session immediately following the one the student missed for this 

reason), or 2) a verifiable illness suffered by the student accompanied by a printed and signed doctor’s 

note provided on his/her stationery with a telephone number and an e-mail address. THERE ARE NO 

EXCEPTIONS TO THIS POLICY—students who need to spend extended periods of time out of class 

should drop it and enroll in it again when they can devote more time and attention to engaging in it. 

Doctor’s notes must be presented during the class immediately after the one that was missed. A 

receipt from a doctor’s office is not acceptable. A dental appointment—unless it was necessitated by 

an emergency—does not count as an excused absence. 

With all of that stated: due to COVID, if you feel sick, please stay home, and let me know before class 

starts. I will be flexible and understanding with COVID issues. If necessary, I will do my best to allow 

students to follow in-person classes remotely. Absences do count towards your two unexcused 

absences unless you have a doctor’s note or a positive COVID test you can show me. 

An enactment of measures designed to prevent the spread of COVID-19 

Please DO NOT physically come to class with the instructor and your classmates in room 284 of the 

CVAD Building Complex if you are feeling ill, or are exhibiting symptoms of illness (i.e., you have a 

fever of 100° or higher, you are actively and consistently coughing or sneezing, you have shortness  

of breath, you are experiencing nausea and/or headaches, you are experiencing diarrhea). 
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Each of you is required to be physically present in room 284 on either a Monday OR a Wednesday 

morning this semester from 4:00 pm until 7:20 pm with myself and a select group of your peers until 

and unless we are at some point mandated by the university to switch to a so-called “completely 

remote, synchronous” teaching and learning modality. It is STRONGLY RECOMMENDED that each of 

you wear an N-95 or other “high grade” type of surgical mask to each session and keep it properly in 

place over your mouth and your nose through the duration of each class session. Additionally, it is 

strongly recommended that each you of is FULLY vaccinated with one of the U.S., CDC-approved anti-

Covid-19 vaccines AND that you have ALSO received at least one “booster” to this original  

round of vaccinations. 

If you need or want to get a COVID test, you can obtain these at three places on the UNT Denton 

campus: Chestnut Hall/The UNT Student Health and Wellness Center, room 120, the Curative, Inc. 

kiosk (near the Goolsby Chapel), and the University Union, room 381. The webpage that hitting the 

above-listed URL will yield provides information on how to obtain things like FREE vaccinations and 

FREE booster shots at these locations (for UNT students only), how to enroll in UNT’s vaccine registry, 

and what to do if you are diagnosed with COVID. If you need to report a positive COVID test result—

and university policy requires that you do—please email COVID@unt.edu. More information about 

UNT’s COVID policies can be found here: https://healthalerts.unt.edu/ 
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Course Schedule 

Project 1 (Team) 

Day Topic  

Jan 19 - Wed Intro, Teams, & Topic  

Jan 24 - Mon Problem Statement, Personas, & Journey Mapping  

Jan 26 - Wed (online) Mood Board & Mid Fidelity Prototyping  

Jan 31 - Mon User Testing & Card Sorting  

Feb 02 - Wed Design System & Components  

Feb 07 - Mon Mid-Fidelity Prototype Iteration  

Feb 09 - Wed (online) User Interviewing  

Feb 14 - Mon Hi-Fidelity Prototype & Test  

Feb 16 - Wed Project Presentations  

Project 2 (Team) 

Day Topic  

Feb 21 - Mon Teams, & Topic, Problem Statement, Personas, & Journey Maps  

Feb 23 - Wed (online) Site Map, Card Sorting, Mood Board  

Feb 28 - Mon Mid Fidelity Prototyping  

Mar 02 - Wed Design System & Components  

Mar 07 - Mon User Testing  

Mar 09 - Wed (online) Mid-Fidelity Prototype Iteration  

Mar 21 - Mon A/B Testing  

Mar 23 - Wed Hi-Fidelity Prototype  

Mar 28 - Mon User Test & Iterate  

Mar 30 - Wed (online) Project Presentations  
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Project 3 (Individual) 

Day Topic  

Apr 04 - Mon Teams, & Topic, Problem Statement, Personas, & Journey Maps  

Apr 06 - Wed  Site Map, Card Sorting, Mood Board  

Apr 11 - Mon Mid Fidelity Prototyping  

Apr 13 - Wed (online) Design System & Components  

Apr 18 - Mon User Testing  

Apr 20 - Wed Mid-Fidelity Prototype Iteration  

Apr 25 - Mon A/B Testing  

Apr 27 - Wed (online) Hi-Fidelity Prototype  

May 02 - Mon User Test & Iterate  

May 04 - Wed Project Presentations  
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UNT Policies 

Inclusion Statement 

I value the many perspectives students bring to our campus. Please work with me to create a 

classroom culture of open communication, mutual respect, and inclusion. All discussions should be 

respectful and civil. Although disagreements and debates are encouraged, personal attacks are 

unacceptable. Together, we can ensure a safe and welcoming classroom for all. If you ever feel like 

this is not the case, please stop by my office and let me know. We are all learning together. 

Academic Integrity Standards and Consequences 

According to UNT Policy 06.003, Student Academic Integrity, academic dishonesty occurs when 

students engage in behaviors including, but not limited to cheating, fabrication, facilitating academic 

dishonesty, forgery, plagiarism, and sabotage. A finding of academic dishonesty may result in a range 

of academic penalties or sanctions ranging from admonition to expulsion from the University. [Insert 

specific sanction or academic penalty for specific academic integrity violation]. 

ADA Accommodation Statement 

UNT makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. Students seeking 

accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to verify their 

eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide a student with an accommodation letter to be 

delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding one’s specific course needs. Students may 

request accommodations at any time; however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided 

as early as possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must 

obtain a new letter of accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member 

prior to implementation in each class. For additional information see the ODA website at 

disability.unt.edu. 

Emergency Notification & Procedures 

UNT uses a system called Eagle Alert to quickly notify students with critical information in the event of 

an emergency (i.e., severe weather, campus closing, and health and public safety emergencies like 

chemical spills, fires, or violence). In the event of a university closure, please refer to Blackboard for 

contingency plans for covering course materials. 
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Retention of Student Records  

Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of 

record. All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted during the 

duration of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. Course work 

completed via the Blackboard online system, including grading information and comments, is also 

stored in a safe electronic environment for one year. Students have the right to view their individual 

record; however, information about student’s records will not be divulged to other individuals without 

proper written consent. Students are encouraged to review the Public Information Policy and the 

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the University’s policy. See UNT Policy 

10.10, Records Management and Retention for additional information. 

Survivor Advocacy 

UNT is committed to providing a safe learning environment free of all forms of sexual misconduct, 

including sexual harassment sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. Federal 

laws (Title IX and the Violence Against Women Act) and UNT policies prohibit discrimination based on 

sex, and therefore prohibit sexual misconduct. If you or someone you know is experiencing sexual 

harassment, relationship violence, stalking, and/or sexual assault, there are campus resources available 

to provide support and assistance. UNT’s Survivor Advocates can assist a student who has been 

impacted by violence by filing protective orders, completing crime victim’s compensation applications, 

contacting professors for absences related to an assault, working with housing to facilitate a room 

change where appropriate, and connecting students to other resources available both on and off 

campus. The Survivor Advocates can be reached at SurvivorAdvocate@unt.edu or by calling the Dean 

of Students Office at 940-565-2648. Additionally, alleged sexual misconduct can be non- confidentially 

reported to the Title IX Coordinator at oeo@unt.edu or at (940) 565 2759. 

 


